Junior GreaT Books

Dear Parents:

As part of our reading curriculum, our class is now using Junior Great Books. In this
discussion-based program, which includes classic and contemporary stories, students will be
learning to ask questions and develop their own ideas about what they read. I look forward
to having students share their thoughts and learn from classmates. The stories in Series 2
Book Two are grouped by theme (generosity, community, and being yourself) to help
students connect what they are reading to their own lives. You can further support your
child’s learning by talking about the stories at home.

Here are some suggestions:

¢ Read the story together. You might read to your child or take turns reading parts of the
story.

e Share questions about the story. Take note of any questions in the margins. Ask your child
to share his/her questions, and then share some of your own. Showing your own genuine
curiosity will help reinforce the importance of asking questions about the story.

e Ask your child to tell you about the theme. You might ask “How is the story about [the
theme]?” or "What do you know about [the theme]?” However you choose to talk with your
child about the story, encourage your child to develop ideas more fully by asking follow-up
questions like "Why do you think so?” and “Can you tell me more about that?” Your interest
will powerfully reinforce what we are doing in class!

eEncourage your child to use two or three Post-it notes to mark places in the story that
interested them. A question or comment could be written as well.

oIf you want to follow-up, on Friday evening you could ask your child about our Shared
Inquiry Discussion.

Reading Schedule:

Thursday, 3/2: The Red Balloon

Thursday, 3/9: The Other Side of the Hill
Thursday, 3/16: The Emperor’s New Clothes
Thursday, 3/23: How the Elephant Became
Thursday, 3/30: Anansi’s Fishing Expedition
Monday, 4/3 - Thursday 4/6: The Velveteen Rabbit



