
 

 

Fire and Ice    Robert Frost  
from New Hampshire (1923)  

 

                   Rhyme Rhythm     

Some say /  the world / will end / in fire,  A  T = Tetrameter = 4 feet  

Some say / in ice.     B  D = Dimeter = 2 feet  

From what I’ve tasted of desire   A  T 

I hold with those who favor fire.   A  T 

But if it had to perish twice,    B  T 

I think I know enough of hate   C  T 

To say that for destruction ice   B  T 

Is also great      C  D 

And would suffice.     B  D 

 

Notice how… 

 

- The “Fire” lines expand   Anaphora = repeats the beginning of a line 

 

- The “Ice” lines contract    Antithesis = pairs opposites:  Fire  Ice 

               Desire Hate 

- “Ire” is hidden in fire & desire  

       Assonance = repeats vowel sounds 

- “Ice” is in suffice  

       Alliteration = repeats the initial sound  

- “Some” vs. “I”     

 

  A lyric poem is a non-narrative poem in which a single voice—here the “I”—describes 

its experience.  For the ancient Greeks, lyrics were songs accompanied by the lyre. 

Lyric poems often retain the quality of song. You can sing “Fire and Ice,” can’t you?  

 


